186                                  ENUGULA VEERASWAMY'S JOURNAL
religion the- English try'to convert the Hindus to Christianity in order to save
them from the supposed doom. Otherwise the English are just, in their
rule and by the grace of God they are gaining His favour day by day.
There are two thousand houses in this town Cuttack and about ten
thousand population. Everything is available here. When this country was
under the Muslim rule a large number of Muslims entered this city.
Mohurrurn festival is now in full swing here but people celebrating the festival
here are not doing any crazy acts and painting their bodies with black or white
colours.
The Mohammadan race entered Hindustan through Kabul and first
destroyed the Somanatha Temple which was studded with nine diamonds,
on the banks of the river Sindhu and plundered the jewels. When the
local residents and Hindus living in the five river basin named Punjab totalling
about one lakh resisted to be converted into Islam, they were beheaded.
Thereafter the sacred places like 'Akshayavata' Yantram in Prayaga were
destroyed. Temples and deities of Lord Visweswara and Annapurna in
Kashi were then demolished. In spite of the compulsions made by the Muslims
not one in thousand adopted Islam as they adopted Christianity now through
the clever tactics of the English. Hindus gradually avoided Muslims and
renovated all the temples destroyed by them. That which is not possible by
valour is possibly by contrivance is the principle adopted by the British and
they gradually took into their religion that section of the community
which enjoyed the least status in society and preached the glories of Christianity
to them who are ignorant of the intricate religious actions.
I heard a story about the comparison of Muslim, Hindu and Christian
religions. Once upon a time a King asked three persons belonging to these
three religions a question. One person built a house in a forest and is living
there with the intention of beating and forcing the passers to accept his
hospitality. Another person built another house and is living there with the
intention of requesting passers-by after convincing them of the comforts that
are available and then extend his hospitality. A third person is also living
in a house and he neither desired to go to anybody nor wished that
anybody should be invited to his house. The king asked them that who was
the first highest amongst the three persons. The Muslim accused an impotent,
the person who wanted to be silent and the person who wanted to entreat
the passers-by. It is a manly act he said to bring even by force passers-by
when he wanted to offer hospitality. So, the person who wanted to offer
hospitality by force is the first highest in his esteem. The Christian praised
that person who wanted to appease the passers-by with entreaties and offer
hospitality as a great man and he called the person who wanted to use force
as a cruel man and the person who never wanted to offer anything as an
inert man. The Hindu said that a person in possession of good things and
good place avoids the company of others lest they eiivy his possessions
and spoil them in order to deprive him, of these things. So with this